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Monthly Newsletter—Conservation at Hardwick Hall 

Issue No:  14   September 2014 

Like us on Facebook at National Trust Hardwick 

Follow us on Twitter   @NTHardwick (Estate)  

      @NTChaps (Conservation Team) 

In this Issue: 

 

 Elsec monitor 

 

 Did you know? 

 

 Lord John 

 

 In the Attic 

 

 Lucie 

This curious looking piece of 

equipment is an electronic device for 

measuring temperature, relative 

humidity and both lux and UV light. 

Although both temperature and 

relative humidity are controlled by a 

central computer system here at 

Hardwick, it is very useful to have a 

hand-held device for spot-checks 

and to ensure that the main system is 

functioning correctly.  The windows are protected 

with UV filtering film, but from time to time the House 

Team carry out a survey of light levels to make sure 

the film is still removing most of the UV light which 

Did you know …?  The ceiling in the State Withdrawing Room used to be as 

high as the High Great Chamber and the Long Gallery. The State Withdrawing 

Room was used by Bess to entertain her more important guests with whom she 

wished to have a more private conversation. At some time before 1764, the 

ceiling was lowered in order to accommodate more rooms in the attic above.  

One of these extra rooms which was created in the attic is now used as our 

Textile Store, where we keep embroideries and other items which are not part 

of our current display. You can still see the 

cornice which used to be part of the  ceiling in 

the State Withdrawing Room. All the boxes are 

carefully labelled with photographs and a 

description of their contents so that we can find 

things easily if they are needed. We keep an 

inventory of the items as a paper record and 

also on computer. 

Editorial  We have had a very successful August with lots of families enjoying 

our 50 Things activities throughout the Hall. As the children go back to school, 

we will be turning our attention to the Autumn programme. October will see 

some Halloween happenings and then in November we will move on to  

preparations for Christmas. The House Team will be busy in the attic rooms, 

tidying and reorganising some of the collection, which is in storage.  We hope 

that there may even be an opportunity for some visitors to view the attics and 

some of the items we don’t usually have on display. 

Nigel Wright - House & Collections Manager 



Lest we forget … At the back of the Entrance Hall, amongst all the Civil War 

armour and weaponry, you will see a silver plated breastplate and plumed 

helmet of the Life Guards. These belonged to Lord John Spencer Cavendish, 

who was the youngest brother of the 9th Duke of Devonshire. Lord John 

served in the First Regiment of the Life Guards - a Cavalry Regiment, rising to 

the rank of Major in 1911. He was one of the first to be sent to France at the 

start of the First World War. After only two months’ of service, he was killed 

in action on the 20th October 1914.  

Many workers from the 

Hardwick Estate also lost their lives during the 

Great War and a memorial to their sacrifice can be 

found outside Stainsby Mill, at the entrance to 

Hardwick. If you have any memories of these 

people, we would be very pleased to hear from 

you - please make yourself known to a member of 

staff or a volunteer. 

In the Attic … This ancient  

X-shaped chair frame is 

stored in our attics and is of 

the type which would have 

been used by well-to-do 

Elizabethans. The quality of 

the workmanship is high, 

although later repairs have 

been made. The frame has 

been brightly painted with 

red carnations and scrolling stems and leaves. 

There are holes in the frame indicating that the 

back and seat of the chair would once have had a 

webbing base and then been upholstered with 

padding and fine textiles like velvet and brocade. 

We cannot say for 

certain, but this chair 

may once have belonged 

to Bess of Hardwick 

herself.  

This month we are 

really looking forward 

to welcoming Lucie 

back to Hardwick. 

Lucie is one of our 

Conservation Team 

Leaders and will be 

returning to us after a 

year’s absence on 

maternity leave. 

 

Although she says she 

is looking forward to being back with us, we 

are sure it will take a week or two for her to 

get used to everything again. So, please say 

hello and welcome her back when you see her 

around the property! 

 

If you have any questions about Conservation 

work at Hardwick Hall, please do not hesitate 

to ask.  

We are particularly looking for 

volunteers for the  

Conservation Team. Please get 

in touch if you’d like to help! 

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/

hardwick/join-in/ 


