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Monthly Newsletter—Conservation at Hardwick Hall 

Issue No:  15   Date October 2014 

Like us on Facebook at National Trust Hardwick 

Follow us on Twitter   @NTHardwick (Estate)  

      @NTChaps (Conservation Team) 
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Not just any vacuum cleaner! This is one of our 

specialised conservation vacuums, which we use 

when we are cleaning many of the delicate textiles 

in the Hall. The strength of the suction is variable 

- for most textiles we only use 40 mbar (a 

standard domestic vacuum is about 200 mbar). 

We have a variety of fittings for it including a 

monofilament hose to which we attach a crevice 

tool which is only 1cm wide. We vacuum through 

fine gauze stretched over an embroidery hoop, to 

avoid damaging fragile 400 year old fibres. 

Did you know? … Towards the far end of the Long 

Gallery hangs this portrait. It causes much amusement 

to our younger visitors as the pretty, long-haired child in 

a pink dress … is actually a boy! Boys and girls were 

once dressed very similarly, and their hair was kept long, 

until boys were about 6 years old. Then they were 

‘breeched’, gaining their first pair of trousers (breeches) 

and often having their hair cut. Pink for girls and blue for 

boys is a relatively new concept. The colours were once reversed, as pink was 

considered a ruddy and healthy colour for a boy and blue suited the 

perceived frailty of a girl. You will also see that his clothes have been 

carefully folded. This is depicted in the portrait as it proved that the family 

were wealthy enough to have ‘best’ clothes,  which were stored for special 

occasions. 

Editorial  Autumn days are upon us and it’s time to gather the harvest and 

preserve foods for the winter months ahead. Hardwick would have been self-

sufficient in many forms of fruit and vegetables in Bess’s time. Visitors to the 

Still Room can see examples of how fresh food was kept, long before the 

advent of the deep freeze! This month there will be a chance to visit the 

attics and see some items from the collection you may not have seen before. 

Later in the month, children can enjoy our Halloween trail around the Hall.  

Nigel Wright - House & Collections Manager 



Autumn - ‘season of mists and mellow fruitfulness’ as Keats 

once wrote. Here at Hardwick the garden volunteers have been 

working hard all year, and we have been displaying the fruits of 

their labours in the Great Kitchen. The gardeners have been 

growing various older varieties of vegetables, which would have 

been recognised by the garden staff in Edwardian Hardwick. 

Edmund Wilson, who was Head Gardener here from 1872-1925, 

stands proudly by our table of produce.  

Meanwhile, in the Still Room, 

preparations are underway to show how 

produce was preserved for use during the 

cold Winter months. Onion and 

cucumbers are being pickled, jams made 

and herbs hung up to dry. A far cry from 

the convenience of our modern deep 

freezers! 

The House Team have been delighted to welcome 

back one of our tapestries from conservation. The 

Playing Boys series of tapestries were made in the 

1680s in a studio at Hatton Gardens in London. 

This makes them quite rare and unusual as most 

tapestries were Flemish. They are referred to as 

the Playing Boys because they depict cherubic 

infants enjoying various games and activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Work has been carried out to clean and mend the 

tapestry and apply new backing fabric. The House 

Team have now re-hung the tapestry using strips 

of wide Velcro. You will find it about halfway up as 

you climb the Great Staircase.  

Attic Opening! 

Visitors on Wednesdays, 1st, 8th, 15th or 

22nd  October can take advantage of a 

special treat; our attics will be open for you 

to come and explore! 

 

For only £1 per person, you will be able to 

climb the winding staircase and find out 

how the attics were used in Bess’s time and 

how we use them today. You will also be 

able to see some 

objects from our 

collection which are 

not usually on display, 

including some very 

special chairs, and even 

a piano! 

If you have any questions about Conservation 

work at Hardwick Hall, please do not hesitate 

to ask.  

If you would like to volunteer 

to help,  we would love to 

hear from you!  

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/

hardwick/join-in/ 


