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Monthly Newsletter—Conservation at Hardwick Hall 

Issue No:  18   Date February 2015 

Like us on Facebook at National Trust Hardwick 

Follow us on Twitter   @NTHardwick (Estate)  

      @NTChaps (Conservation Team) 

In this Issue: 

 

 Ecclesiasticals 

 

 Lucretia & 

Gideon 

 

 Arbella 

 

 New Projects 

 

 New Guide Book 

Ecclesiasticals Later this year we will be 

welcoming back some embroidery works to 

Hardwick which have been away for conservation 

for some time. Known as the Ecclesiasticals, they 

are raised embroidery, worked in metal thread 

and depict Christian imagery. Initially we will be 

storing the pieces in our textile store, but 

eventually we hope to  display them again. 

Progress on Lucretia & Gideon  This year we will not be sending any of our 

large textiles away for conservation, but work is continuing down at the 

National Trust Textile Conservation Studio in 

Norfolk on the Great Hanging which depicts Lucretia 

and also on one of our Gideon tapestries from the 

Long Gallery which were sent away last year. The 

Gideon has been washed, in Belgium, and is now 

undergoing repair.  

Don’t worry, it hasn’t shrunk in the wash! The 

photograph shows the borders of the tapestry which 

are detached from the main piece and are worked on 

separately.  

Editorial  The weather may be chilly, but you will be assured of a warm 

welcome at Hardwick when the Hall opens on 7th February. This season we 

commemorating 400 years since the death of Arbella Stuart, Bess’s 

granddaughter. Arbella lived here at Hardwick with her Grandmother for 

many years. Come and experience her story and decide for yourself, was 

Hardwick a palace or a prison for England’s lost princess? 

Nigel Wright - House & Collections Manager 

 



Arbella - England’s Lost Princess This year, 400 years since her death, we will be focussing on the 

story of Arbella, Bess’s granddaughter. Raised as a princess here at Hardwick, with a claim to the 

throne of England, we will be telling the tragic tale of her upbringing, her life at Court and the 

events which led to her death in the Tower of London.  

Arbella lived in the sumptuous surroundings of Hardwick, was 

educated to a high standard and had every comfort  money 

could buy. However, for years she was not allowed to leave the 

confines of the Hall. So 

was Hardwick really a 

palace fit for a princess, 

or did it become a 

prison for a pawn in 

other people’s 

powerplays?  

New Projects for 2015 Two new projects will be 

rolling out this season, the first is to provide new 

room notes for each room on the visitor route. 

Arriving soon, these will include a floor plan so you 

can orientate yourself in the Hall as well as 

photographs and information about each room 

and the objects displayed there.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have also been awarded some money to fund a 

lighting project. Initially, we will borrow some 

specialist display lights and experiment with 

lighting different objects in 

the High Great Chamber.  We 

hope that this project will 

provide us with a versatile 

system of lighting which we 

can tailor to complement 

themed events or to 

emphasise different aspects 

of the collection.  

New Guide Book  

Later in the season 

we hope to launch 

our new guide book 

for Hardwick Hall. 

At the moment we 

are busy finalising 

which photographs 

will be included and 

proofreading the 

text. We hope everyone will enjoy the new 

format which promises to be informative as 

well as a 

lovely 

keepsake 

of your 

visit to 

Hardwick. 

If you have any questions about Conservation 

work at Hardwick Hall, please do not hesitate 

to ask.  

If you would like to volunteer 

to help,  we would love to 

hear from you!  

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/

hardwick/join-in/ 


