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Monthly Newsletter—Conservation at Hardwick Hall 

Issue No:  19   Date March 2015 

Like us on Facebook at National Trust Hardwick 

Follow us on Twitter   @NTHardwick (Estate)  

      @NTChaps (Conservation Team) 

In this Issue: 

 

 Fire! 

 

 Wolf Hall 

 

 Gideon update 

 

 Deep clean 

 

 Eyam Hall 

Fire and Salvage Planning We recently held an 

extremely important exercise at Hardwick when 

we simulated what would happen in a real 

emergency. Firecrews and staff made the evening 

as realistic as possible as we attempted to salvage 

pretend items of collection and rescued a 

‘casualty’ from the building. Lots of lessons were 

learned which should make us even more efficient 

if it ever happens for real! 

 

 

Wolf Hall There has been much discussion in the media about BBC2’s 

adaptation of Hilary Mantel’s novel, not least about the decision to film in 

candlelight. As we often tell visitors here, this is the only light they had, and 

we applaud the Director’s attempts at authenticity! We wonder whether the 

eagle eyed amongst you may have spotted that two of the digitally produced 

tapestries featured were 

from the Devonshire 

Hunting Series. The 

originals of these now 

hang in the Victoria and 

Albert Museum in 

London, but they once 

graced the walls of 

Hardwick.  

Editorial  The new season in the Hall is in full swing. We are receiving 

excellent feedback for our Arbella exhibition, commemorating 400 years 

since Bess’s granddaughter died. Now that the bustle of setting up the 

exhibition and opening the Hall is over, the House Team have turned their 

attention once more to the annual deep clean of all the rooms in the Hall. 

Read on to see what they have been doing, and to see progress on one of our 

major conservation projects. 

Nigel Wright - House & Collections Manager 



News from The Textile Conservation Studio  As many of you know, one of our ‘Gideon’ 

tapestries from the Long Gallery is currently being conserved at the Textile Conservation Studio in 

Norfolk. We have recently received news that since the tapestry has been cleaned, a previously 

unseen weaver’s or merchant’s mark has been revealed. These fascinating ‘signatures’ can help us 

to identify where the tapestry was made and sold and can also assist with manufacture dates.  

There are a number of little differences with this tapestry, compared with the others in the series. 

The lining has larger spacing between the lines of stitching and there are differences to the dark 

brown ‘framing’ border. It took many months to make each tapestry and this is possible evidence 

that techniques moved on during the manufacture of 

the series, or even that errors were made! 

 

The Deep Clean Traditionally, the annual deep 

clean of each room and its collection pieces was 

done when the property was closed over the 

Winter. As our closed season is now very short, we 

complete the large rooms which require 

scaffolding towers and leave the others for when 

we are open again. It’s a good opportunity to 

show visitors what preventive conservation entails 

and how we clean each object.  

We are pleased to say, we have now finished all the 

rooms on the top floor, but if you want to see us in 

action, we will be on the middle floor every day 

during March and April. Do come and say hello 

and ask us questions - we’ll be pleased to talk with 

you!  

 

Eyam Hall Some of the team have been 

over to Eyam to help our sister property 

with their textile cleaning. One of the 

highlights of their collection is this late 

17thC bed with its crewel work bedspread 

and hangings.  

It is a privilege to enjoy the challenge of a 

very different property and assist with their 

plans to develop Eyam Hall for visitors this 

season.  

 

If you have any questions about Conservation 

work at Hardwick Hall, please do not hesitate 

to ask.  

If you would like to volunteer 

to help,  we would love to 

hear from you!  

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/

hardwick/join-in/ 


