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Editorial The deep cleaning of the rooms on the visitor route is now
complete and the team have turned their attentions to the storerooms.
Hardwick has a ‘closed collection’ which means we are obliged to keep every
object that is part of the collection. We cannot put everything on display and
so we carefully store what we cannot use and anything too fragile for display.
This month you will have an opportunity to visit some of our storage spaces,
in the attics. We hope you enjoy this extra experience at Hardwick!
Nigel Wright - House & Collections Manager
Irish Elk One of the last items to be spruced up in
this year’s Winter clean is the oldest item in
Hardwick’s collection, our Irish Elk, which has
pride of place on the Gallery overlooking the
Entrance Hall. The magnificent antlers were found
in a peat bog in Ireland, but how and why they
arrived in Hardwick has been lost to history. As
the Latin name implies Megaloceros giganteus, was
an enormous animal, standing over 2m (7 feet) to
the shoulder. Our specimen is about 30,000
years old!
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Did you know? When you’ve made your way to our Below Stairs area you
have the opportunity to help make a rag rug. Hessian, strips of fabric and
‘proddies’ are all provided so you can have a go. We are often asked what
happens to the rugs when they are finished. The answer is, we use them! You
will see several dotted about in Kitchen, Still Room and Scullery. A bright and
practical use for old clothes and rags!

Attics Open!
Every Wednesday during May and June you will be
able to visit the attics at Hardwick and discover
some of the many items we have in storage there.
We have everything from intricate textiles to an
upright piano! For just £1 per person (under 5s free)
you can mount the twisting staircase where you will
be met by volunteer guides
who will answer any questions
you may have.
Please pay at the foot of the
attic stairs. We look forward to
welcoming you!

Attic Audit

Meet a Volunteer …

The House Team have been working in our Textile
Store to carry out a complete audit of everything
in storage. More work needs to be done, but we
will soon have an accurate plan of which box each
item is stored in, on which shelf and in which
stack! The team have enjoyed opening all the
boxes and seeing the treasures within. A few will
be on display for visitors to see when the attics are
open.
Elizabethan cutwork
cushion cover

Petit-point cushion cover

The Sprinkling Team!

The rush matting which you see laid
throughout most of the Hall is an organic
fibre and therefore needs to be watered
once a week to keep it supple and prevent it
becoming too brittle and breaking. To be a
Sprinkler involves filling two watering cans,
fitted with a fine rose, and walking slowly
and systematically up and down each room.
The volunteers say it is a very methodical,
but strangely soothing and rewarding
experience!
If you have any questions about Conservation
work at Hardwick Hall, please
do not hesitate to ask.
If you would like to volunteer
to help, we would love to
hear from you!
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/
hardwick/join-in/

