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Editorial Happy Birthday House Matters! It is two years since we started
publishing our monthly newsletter. We now distribute around 500 copies to
visitors to the Hall and we also have an online presence on our blog,
facebook and twitter sites. We are delighted HM has been so popular and
has helped to spread the conservation message. Here’s to many more
editions, and thank you for reading!
Nigel Wright - House & Collections Manager
Candles Visitors often ask us about the candles
we use in the house. Obviously, for fire risk
reasons we are not able to use naked flames!
Instead we use some very realistic plastic candles
which have a similar look and consistency to wax,
even down to the melted drips down the sides!
Each tall candle is operated by two AA batteries
and is turned on and off by depressing the ‘flame’.
We spend quite a lot of time replacing
rechargeable
batteries especially at
Christmas when
we have about
100 candles on
display in the
house!
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Did you know … ? This is the Muniment Room. It is a small room filled, from
floor to ceiling, with drawers. The drawers are numbered and labelled and
would once have contained all the legal papers,
plans and other official documents concerning
the family’s estates. The neighbouring Audit and
Evidence rooms were used to do the accounts
and peruse the documents. These days, the
drawers are empty and all the documents have
been stored in official archives, most of which are
lodged at Chatsworth. We have a rolling
programme of removing and checking the
drawers for mould and pest activity.

Intarsia Panels Intarsia is a type of marquetry, where a picture is made up of coloured wood
pieces. It was popular in Italy in the 15th & 16th centuries. We have four intarsia panels at
Hardwick. You will find them as you descend the North stairs, towards the end of your visit. We
discovered recently that the panels have become very dusty and so we set about cleaning them
with a very soft portrait brush into a vacuum cleaner. Some lovely details were revealed!

Summer Works Now that we have finished our
annual deep clean of
all our rooms and
objects we have
turned our attention
to other specialist
cleaning jobs. So far
we have cleaned the
red velvet stools in the Long Gallery and we have
cleaned and re-covered one of our Knole settees in
the Entrance Hall. We will also be cleaning some of
our rugs and the flats of the beds. All these
surfaces are horizontal and therefore attract more
dust than other areas. Some of our 400 year old
textiles are
too fragile
to clean
more than
once a year,
but more
robust
items can
have the
surface
dust
removed
twice a
year.

Meet a Volunteer … This is Phyllis, she has
been a volunteer at Hardwick for over 20
years. You may come across her in the
Great Kitchen where she makes traditional
recipes.

Phyllis is also
an
accomplished
craftswoman.
Here you see
her making bobbin lace.

If you have any questions about Conservation
work at Hardwick Hall, please do not hesitate
to ask.
If you would like to volunteer
to help, we would love to
hear from you!
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/
hardwick/join-in/

